Animal Issues Forum

September 29, 2009
I.  Announcements

1.  Kathleen Hamilton provided information regarding the advisory committee on ‘off-leash’  dog parks.  (applications were due 9/29/09)  The goal of the committee is to do all of the following

Gain “friends of area”

Assessments of current dog parks

Collect information from user of parks

Prepare a plan with goals to present to the city council 

Where should the city establish new parks?  What policies should be enforced?  Need to identify the needs and conflicts that are currently being discussed.  All information from the public would be greatly appreciated.  Please go to the City of Austin website under Parks and Recreation and take the survey.  It will be available for 45 days. 

2.  Asha Thune – Emancipet 

Commissioner Spelman and Commissioner Morrison have presented a resolution to the city council that spay and neuter surgeries be increased by having the services available 7 days a week.  This would be an increase of approximately 2,000 more surgeries.  The City Manager has until November 5th to determine the cost and fees associated with this proposal.  Emancipet will not contract to do the surgeries.

3.  There will be a Grand Opening celebration for Emancipet and the new space they have moved to – only feet away from the prior location.  It will be on Friday, October 2nd at 7201 Levander Loop in the 2 gray portable buildings, from 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.   Please come by for a tour of the new facility  

4. Montopolis Area is having a month of free services for cats in the 78741 zip code  - spay/neuter, shots etc. will be offered free of charge for cats in this area – please pass the word to help our friends 

5.  Katie Reed – reported on the current situation regarding cats at TLAC and the process of adoptions.  Due to involvement with recent adoption she had with cats with special needs, it seems there is an area that could benefit from volunteer assistance in customer care, and training on how to ‘market’ the available cats. 

6.  Audrey Moses with www.STOPgassingtexaspets.com  

      The publication, advertising and meeting directly with council members in smaller communities and cities has not been positive.  Audrey would like everyone to help write to council members in Garland, and Richardson to show them that Texas citizens are behind the push to stop gassing animals.  Many states have abolished this cruel tactic and that is the goal for Texas.  Please also pass on the information to as many supporters as possible and have them sign the petition online at http://www.thepetintionsite.com/1/urge-Garland-to-stop-gassing-pets
7.  National Pit Bull Awareness Day will be on October 24th. 

II.  What is Happening and what is coming up at the Animal Advisory Commission?

      Larry Tucker explained that the current status of the AAC’s scope has been significantly narrowed to deal only with Section 8-23 of the Health and Safety Code and anythng ‘referred to the commission by the City Council’. City Council has been asked to provide the AAC with a scope similar to what is in place for the Arts Commission.   Please can write to City Council in support of expanding the AAC scope using the link at www.AnimalIssuesForum.org

      Based on the 8-23 safety code there has been a lawsuit brought against the city.  The violation states the TLAC is not following required procedures of separation of dogs and cats and sick and healthy animals.  According to code, animals must be separated by species and healthy from ill.  Unfortunately too many animals have been adopted that have already had URI’s.  The lawsuit was filed by a group called Cats Across Texas and Seth Smith is the attorney.  His email is Seth@sethsmith.com if you have personal information regarding this issue. 

III. What is happening at Austin City Council? 

Ryan Clinton added information about the resolution by CM Spelman and CM Morrison that the spay and neuter resolution was amended to add ‘increase in live outcomes’ to the resolution.


City staff has a proposal to have an Animal Welfare Summit.  The reason for this summit is not clear, however, it could be in response to the Austin Pet’s Alive proposal to partner on adoptions for TLAC at the current building.  This summit and its purpose will be monitored for changes. 

Petland has accumulated over 30,000 dollars in fines that have yet to be collected by the city.  An attempt to determine why this has not been done has been made in letter form to David Lurie, but no response has been given. 

 

